the nest lining in the same species. A high positive correlation is observed between these characteristics and the kind of cover at the nest site and the general climatic ranges of the birds. Apparently those kinds of birds which nest in exposed situations and which live in hot regions have pale or pallid nestling plumages and nest linings which reflect and counteract the harmful effects of sun rays. Kinds which live in opposite conditions are dark in both these respects and thus are able to absorb and take advantage of warmth from the sun. 
FROM FIELD AND STUDY
An American Egret R&&.-Convincing evidence of the "come-back" that has been made in California by the American Egret (Casmerodius albus egretta), since the passage of protective laws, is offered by the increasing population of an egret roost on the grounds of my home at Point Loma, San Diego. About four years ago a few egrets began roosting each evening during the fall, winter and spring months in some tall eucalyptus trees near my residence. Since then, the number of birds that come to this place for the night has been consistently growing. On an evening in December, 1935, Mr. L. M. Huey and I made an accurate count of the egrets arriving at their roost, and reached a total of 96 individuals-a thrilling sight, as company after company of the snowy white beauties sailed in against the darkening sky. A remarkable phenomenon is the manner in which these large white birds fade away into the foliage of the trees, once they get settled. In a tree containing dozens of birds it is difficult to pick out one at a distance of one hundred feet.
In February, 1936, the egrets changed their roosting place to another group of eucalyptus trees in a lower part of the grounds, about fifty yards distant from the first. This was, I believe, due to two things: First, the arrival of new birds not yet accustomed to the movement of people and automobiles about the grounds and, second, to the fact that the days were stormy and the birds sought shelter from the prevailing winds. On the night of February 25 the egrets came in fairly early. I heard their squawking and went down among the trees, whereupon they all took off, circled around and returned. This they did twice. It was impossible to count them on the wing, but I checked off blocks and made an estimate of well over 150 birds.
There was a time when the roost was shared by a number of Black-crowned Night Herons and an occasional California Blue Heron. For several months a couple of Turkey Vultures slept in the tree tops along with the snow-white egrets. But as far as I can see the roost is now occupied solely by American Egrets. From December to March has been the period of greatest abundance. Last year there were but 45 evenings during the summer when no egrets came to my trees.
